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F ROM THE DEPA R TMENT HEAD

THE ROLE OF
POLITICAL SCIENCE TODAY
I’m writing this from home, in the midst of a global pandemic, as
protests and unrest spread across America and abroad in response
to the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. An increasingly
divided nation faces unemployment levels not seen since the Great
Depression and lines at food banks that stretch around the block.
Small businesses are struggling to stay open.
Those lucky enough to still have jobs are trying to balance working
from home as they homeschool their children and care for their own
parents. These crises are testing political institutions, which at times
seem unable to deal with them, and which are losing the trust of the people.
Despite all of this, it’s never been a better time—or a more important one—to study political science. As I
look across the world today, the biggest problems we face—climate change, pandemics, migration, the
persecution of racial, ethnic, or religious minorities—are fundamentally political problems. These are big,
multidimensional problems, to be sure, and to wrap our arms around them we have to study the natural
and physical sciences, economics, history, religion, ethics, and other important subjects.
But successfully addressing these issues as a society requires governmental action. Of course, people
differ tremendously on what that action should look like and, sometimes, on whether the problem is worth
addressing at all. Understanding why government is or isn’t able to address them, or whether proposed
solutions will be effective or not, requires that we study how people form their political attitudes, how they
behave within the political system, and how local, state, national, and international political institutions
function.
These are the things we study and teach every day. We equip our students to analyze these difficult
problems and to practice the habits that will help them be active citizens. These skills are applicable to the
public and nonprofit sectors, but also translate directly to the private sector, where understanding how to
build support for initiatives, how complex institutions work, and how business intersects with government
give our graduates a leg up in their careers.
Our work in the classroom is the core of what we do, but as you’ll see in these pages, we also expand
our teaching beyond the classroom and even beyond the university. Our faculty do numerous interviews
and community talks, setting the example for our students who are leaders on campus and go on to be
leaders in their communities and professions after graduation.
Our students’ dedication, resilience, and level of involvement gives me hope even when the news of the
day seems dark. So does hearing from our alumni and learning about the ways you are advancing your
career and serving your community. Please feel free to drop me a line at scott.peters@uni.edu or to
engage with us on social media (links on front page).
Scott Peters
Professor and Department Head
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POLI SCI ADAPTS TO COVID-19
Like nearly all of you, our work was upended by
COVID-19 when UNI decided that students would
not return to campus from spring break and that all
instruction would move online. This was not entirely
unexpected. In early March, as news about the
novel coronavirus made clear that it was present and
spreading in the U.S., we began talking within the
department about how we could move our courses
online if necessary. Still, it was a heavy lift for faculty
to transition courses to a completely new mode of
instruction in such a short time. Across the university,
faculty and staff worked tirelessly over spring break
to move our academic programs and other student
services (Rod Library, The Learning Center, the
Counseling Center, Career Services) fully online.
The Department of Political Science was wellpositioned to make this adjustment. Nearly every
faculty member had been trained in online teaching
and, due to our fully online Master of Public Policy
program, many members of the department have
extensive online teaching experience. We had two
main priorities as we embarked upon this. First and
foremost, we wanted to make sure that students could
complete the semester and stay on track to graduation.
Second, we wanted to exercise as much grace and
flexibility as possible in recognition of the fact that
we were all in uncharted territory and that students’
learning environments had been disrupted.
Some of our students did struggle with the transition.
We had students with poor internet connections who
were doing assignments on their phones and/or
driving to Starbucks’ parking lots to pick up a Wi-Fi
connection. We had students trying to complete their
courses as they cared for family members with COVID,
helped younger siblings with their homeschooling, or
worked at grocery stores or other jobs that put them in
contact with people and at higher risk of contracting
the virus. And, of course, they were all, like us, trying
to navigate the new normal of sharing a home with
roommates or family members who were all working
from home. Our faculty kept tabs on students, checking
up on them when they disappeared for a week. We
made phone calls to check on students who appeared
to be struggling and to connect them with resources

to help them. We reached out to make sure they were
registered for fall classes so that one crazy semester
wouldn’t interrupt their progress.
Many professors creatively adapted assignments
created with in-person learning in mind so that
students could still meet the learning objectives of the
course. BRIAN WARBY looked for alternative ways
for his students to participate in courses, creating
online discussion boards for students who were now
learning asynchronously. CHRIS LARIMER modified
an assignment that requires students to interview
people about Iowa politics so that students could
conduct interviews via Zoom and analyze them as a
class. DONNA HOFFMAN adapted an electoral
simulation in her Introduction to American Politics
course so that students “running” for office created
and uploaded campaign videos. Other students then
viewed the videos and voted electronically. Election
results were presented via a video presentation that
helped students see how different electoral systems
affect representation.
At the time of this writing, we know that we’ll be back in
the fall for in-person courses, but we don’t know what
those courses will look like. Presumably, there will be
social distance requirements in place, for example,
or other restrictions that limit what we can do in the
classroom. Faculty members are spending the summer
engaging in a host of online teaching professional
development opportunities so that they can design fall
courses that are resilient to whatever COVID throws at
us. We were also able to use the last several weeks of
the spring semester to experiment with offering webinar
versions of the civic engagement activities we offer on
campus. With that under our belt, we should be able
to continue to provide leadership in helping students
across campus understand political issues so that they
can become active citizens.
As we move forward to an uncertain fall 2020,
though, we will be guided by those same principles
that got us through spring: student success, and flexible,
empathetic support.
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HELPING IOWANS &
THE NATION UNDERSTAND POLITICS
Professors EVAN RENFRO, JUSTIN HOLMES,
and SCOTT PETERS all appeared on Iowa Public
Radio programming during the year and were quoted
in news stories across the state and nation. All told,
members of the department appeared in the media
over 100 times this year, but, DONNA HOFFMAN
and CHRIS LARIMER, our experts on the presidency
and Iowa politics, were especially busy with interview
requests from around the country and even around the
world during caucus season.
Three weeks before Iowa’s first-in-the-nation caucuses,
rounds of media interviews and education events had
left Hoffman’s voice scratchy and fading. So when a
French news outlet reached out for an interview, her
voice couldn’t quite manage it. “That’s one I had to
turn down,” said Hoffman at the end of what had been
another 12-plus-hour day. “Well I didn’t turn it down
— I just had to find an alternative method. She emailed
me the questions.”
Hoffman’s cell sometimes started ringing minutes after
she woke up before she could even pour herself a
cup of coffee. Larimer cleared his to-do list and made
special childcare arrangements — including with a
neighboring UNI colleague — for his two children to
make time for 7 a.m. radio interviews and last-minute
media calls.
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“I tried to get a few things done before [the week
before caucuses] because I knew it would be hectic,”
he said. “A lot pops up in the last week, and that’s how
the media environment works—something happens and
they want to talk.”
But Hoffman and Larimer don’t mind the extra attention
or work. Their relationship to the media helps inspire
class discussions and puts Iowa—and UNI—in the
national spotlight. “I’m in this job to teach and do
research. I’m not in this job to talk to the media, but
that is a piece of what we do,” Hoffman said. “Part of
this job is educating the public, not just educating the
students. It’s a public service.”
The national attention on Iowa and our faculty’s high
level of public engagement also helps our students.
“National people are interested in this stuff. We’ve
got to take advantage of being in Iowa,” said Larimer.
“If students are interested in working on a campaign,
if you can get involved in a campaign that does well
in Iowa, those are the people who end up doing big
things.”

#PANTHERSCAUCUS & #PANTHERSVOTE
Around 150 people attended the UNI non-partisan
Mock Caucus in January, a week before the Iowa
Precinct Caucuses. Co-sponsored with Northern
Iowa Student Government (NISG) and the American
Democracy Project, the event, led by DONNA
HOFFMAN and CHRIS LARIMER, highlighted the
importance of first-in-the-nation caucuses to the state of
Iowa, and led students through the processes that both
Democrats and Republicans use when they caucus.
Exposing students to both parties’ rules and processes
helped them be ready to participate on caucus night and
also gave them insight into how the other party works.
“I had no idea what the caucuses were like so this was
really helpful,” said elementary education major Alissa
Eaton, ‘21, after the event. “I feel like I’m prepared
now,” added Sonja Christensen, ‘21, a Spanish and
communications major.

This campus-wide #pantherscaucus initiative built on the
success of the 2018 #panthersvote campaign, which
received the 2019 Emerging Innovation Award from
Iowa Campus Compact. Our 2018 voter turnout efforts
led to an impressive 46.2% voter turnout rate, the highest
among Iowa’s public universities.
Voter engagement continues to be important at UNI,
and Poli Sci and ADP are at the forefront of the efforts.
We will be challenged in the fall when we may not be
able to hold the same kinds of in-person events that we
have relied upon in recent years to promote registration
and voting, but we are spending the summer working on
strategies to adjust our voter engagement efforts to our
new COVID-19 landscape.

MODEL UNITED NATIONS
Late last semester, the Model UN Competition Team
represented Guatemala and Morocco at the American
Model United Nations conference in Chicago. The
Morocco delegation brought home a position paper
award. Ten students from the team also attended the
Midwest Model United Nations competition in St.
Louis in February. Model UN president Gabe Eggert
(economics major) received an honorable mention for
best delegate in the Food & Agriculture Organization
committee. The Model UN team was scheduled to
compete in the Harvard World MUN Tokyo conference
in March, before COVID-19 brought an abrupt end to
the club’s travel and activities for the year.
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LEADING CAMPUS-WIDE
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT EFFORTS
UNI participates in the American Association of State
Colleges and Universities’ American Democracy Project
(ADP), a network of more than 250 state colleges and
universities nationwide that is focused on promoting civic
engagement among college students. The department
has stewardship over ADP.

ADP also participated in a voter engagement and
registration event co-sponsored by UNI Athletics and
the non-profit organization RISE to Vote. Every studentathlete at UNI attended this session encouraging
students to get involved in their community, to register to
vote, and to vote.

Before its activities were suspended due to COVID-19,
UNI ADP sponsored or co-sponsored eight events,
including a mock caucus, a debate among candidates
for Cedar Falls mayor and City Council, an information
literacy session taught by faculty librarians from Rod
Library, and panel discussions on impeachment and on
socialism that featured professors from Political Science
and other departments.

The panel discussion included political science major
ADARA OPIOLA, who talked about her role as
a leader on campus and why it compels her to get
involved in her community. Dozens of UNI students
registered to vote as a result of this event.

The campus-wide nature of these activities is best seen
in two events. First, in September, ADP co-sponsored
a Constitution Day address about race and the
Constitution presented by Nikole Hannah-Jones, a New
York Times Magazine journalist and Waterloo native
who recently won the Pulitzer Prize for her leadership of
The1619 Project. The address, which drew an audience
of 1,200 people to the Gallagher Bluedorn’s Great
Hall, was only part of the story.
Many instructors across the university, including all
instructors in the Cornerstone course (which, as a
Liberal Arts Core course enrolled about 700 students),
integrated Hannah-Jones’ work into their courses. One
partnership was especially productive. Bettina Fabos,
professor of communication studies, partnered with
Shauib Meacham, associate professor of education,
and with local high schools to create a public website
that addresses racial inequity in our community.
Incorporating Hannah-Jones’ work, this partnership also
planned to create a wheat paste mural on a building
in our community celebrating the diversity of the Cedar
Valley. These plans were cut short by the COVID-19
outbreak, but work continues on the website.
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH EVENTS
The department was active in commemorations on campus
of the 19th Amendment Centennial. JAYME RENFRO
presented a talk titled “Jackie & Jill Robinson: Women
& the Need to be Better at Politics.” The department
co-sponsored a preview of the Iowa PBS documentary,
“Carrie Chapman Catt: Warrior for Women.” After viewing
the movie, MEGAN RUXTON, assistant professor of

political science, and Barbara Cutter, professor of history,
joined the film’s producer, Laurel Bower, in a question and
answer session with the audience. Finally, Col. Beth Behn,
U.S. Army, presented her own research on the political
history of the push for 19th Amendment ratification, titled
“A Rising Tide: The Final, Victorious Wave of the Women’s
Suffrage Movement, 1916-1920.”

YOU’RE NEXT WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
The department once again co-sponsored, with the
campus chapter of 50/50 in 2020, the You’re Next
Women’s Leadership Conference. Planned by students,
led by 50/50 president ELLE BOEDING, the halfday-long conference attracted about 30 students.
Speakers from across the Cedar Valley talked about the
importance of public service, the challenges women
face in running for office, how to run for or get involved
with student government, and how men can be
allies to women running for office.

WARBY LEADS STUDY ABROAD TO UGANDA
Until last year, Africa was uniquely absent from the list
of UNI study abroad destinations. In an effort to plug
that hole, Prof. BRIAN WARBY worked with poli sci
alumnus Ambassador JOHN DINGER to develop
contacts in embassies in Africa. Through conversations
with a number of individuals, he concluded that Uganda
would be a great place for UNI students to get a taste
of Africa. Uganda is representative of much of SubSaharan Africa, while safe and relatively easy to travel
through. After working for nearly two years to develop
the program, Prof. Warby took the first cohort of students
in May 2019. Students interacted almost entirely with
local Ugandans and Rwandans, and met people who
are having huge impacts on their communities through
creative problem solving and social organizations.
Students met former child soldiers, NGO founders,
talked with a rural women’s group, and visited important
cultural and historical sites, including the Rwandan
genocide memorial. We look forward to a time when
travel is possible again so that we can continue to offer
these life-changing opportunities to UNI students.
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STRATCOM CONFERENCE
LILAH FLICKINGER | POLITICAL SCIENCE & CRIMINOLOGY MAJOR
Shortly before the pandemic shut the state down, Zach
Zippe, Aladdin Darfalla, and I attended the annual
STRATCOM Deterrence and Assurance Academic
Alliance Conference at Iowa State University. UNI is
one of the 50+ partners in the Academic Alliance, and
we attended along with students from the University of
Nebraska, the U.S. Air Force Academy, Georgetown
University, and others. This conference truly was
amazing, and I will recommend everyone I know to go
next year! The first day was full of different panels where
Aladdin, Zach, and other undergraduate students, as
well as master’s, and Ph.D. students, presented research
papers. As an observer, I learned a lot from these
papers and was inspired to develop topics of my own
so that I can present a paper next year.
The second day at the conference, we participated in
a tabletop wargame exercise based on a scenario in
which Russia invaded a city in Ukraine. In the scenario,
when NATO forces tried to bring aid to the city, many
deadly cyber attacks were attributed to the Russians
killing over 400 people, including American citizens.
We split into four different teams and came up with a
course of action (COA) using instruments of national
power: diplomacy, information, military, and economy.
Each group then briefed the “security council,” which
consisted of actual members of the State Department
and the military, including the Major General who
led the effort to create the new Space Force military
branch, and Admiral Charles Richard, commander,
U.S. Strategic Command. I briefed the conference on
my team’s plan, and I was not only the only female
briefer, but I was the only civilian student, as the others
were cadets at the Air Force Academy. After the
briefings were over, the security council chose one
COA to follow.
STRATCOM employees served as the “Red Team,”
which formulated Russia’s response to the COA. After
they described Russia’s response to our COA, the floor
opened up for questions. While everyone else was just
asking questions not related to the exercise, I instead
chose to point out some holes that I saw in the Red
Team’s response that would not work because of the
Westernized world that we have today.
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As soon as I finished, Admiral Richard pointed at me
and said that he needed more minds like mine who
would be willing to find holes in strategies and that he
hoped his HR person would recruit me! I have never
been so excited and blessed in my life to get called
out in a room of highly intellectual people! As soon as
the conference ended before I could stand up from
my chair, his HR person ran up to me and said that
the commander really liked me and that he “never
does this kind of thing!” He gave me his card, took
my resume, told me to call him right away, and then
escorted me down to Admiral Richard to meet him, talk
to him, and get a picture. The first thing he asked me
was what school I was from, and I proudly responded
with the University of Northern Iowa!

MPP STUDENT SERVES PUBLIC
DURING CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK
A’LISA WALKER | MASTER’S OF PUBLIC POLICY STUDENT
In March 2020, my life literally went on autopilot,
as COVID-19 entered into the United States and
was listed as a global pandemic and a national
emergency. Information was changing by the hour and
I was starting to become overwhelmed and feeling
anxious.
My mind and heart immediately went to thinking about
my undocumented patients, their families, and patients
who haven’t met the five-year bar for insurance
concerns. I’m a social worker, but my title is patient
financial coordinator/certified application counselor.
I serve and see all uninsured, and underinsured
patients. I educate patients and families on Medicaid,
Medicare, and Marketplace plans.
As you can imagine, once COVID-19 hit the Cedar
Valley, my phone was ringing nonstop with patients,
families, providers, and organizations asking questions
ranging from, “How can you help our non-citizens that
are in our community?” ”Can I travel?” “Should I get
tested?“
I begin to educate patients on the symptoms of
COVID-19, the risks, and on the importance of
handwashing. Since ethnic populations are at greater
risk for COVID-19, and being an African American, I
was a contact person for African Americans, Hispanic,
Burmese, Bosnians, and Africans. My mission is to
work to ensure that my patients are being helped out
of this dire situation.
I’m here to provide support and advocacy for my
patients and everyone in the hospital who is in need,
from new moms to the elderly. I also had to adapt to
the new normal. I had to stop seeing patients in the
rooms and instead talk to patients and their families
over the phone.
One of the hardest things for me is conveying empathy
from behind a mask. I talk to patients who are in a
very delicate state, especially now. I just pray that my
patients and their families are able to feel my empathy

through my body language and the tone of my voice.
Another challenge is when families can’t be with their
loved ones during their stay or during their final hours.
I’ve worked with many families who have lost loved
ones, and I have grieved with them. I’ve seen patients
recover from COVID-19 and I’ve lost patients from
COVID-19.
Today, screening continues on every visitor. We are
still practicing social distancing and wearing masks
and face shields, and talking to patients over the
phone. I take my temperature daily before work and
when I get home; since my elderly mom lives with me,
I have to be very cautious. There’s a saying in social
work, “you have to laugh to keep from crying.”
But, I must admit it’s been harder to find joy lately,
with COVID-19 still looming and the unrest that our
country is currently in. I never expected what a global
pandemic could mean for the patients and their
families I serve.
During this pandemic, my role hasn’t been a walk in
the park. In fact, nearly every process was impacted
by the new normal and new risks of interacting with
patients. I’m blessed to have been a part of this
process of helping new, past, and current patients
through this pandemic.
As the saying goes, “it’s a marathon, not a sprint.”
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ST UDENT AWARDS & RECOGNITION

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
AWARDS

PURPLE & OLD GOLD
AWARD WINNERS

AYAH AL-DURAZI (political science) received the
Dr. Sue Follon Scholarship for Women in Leadership
for her involvement in diversity and inclusion efforts on
campus.

SYDNEY ATWOOD (political science)
JESSICA BIRCH (public administration)

COLE PASSICK (public admin / political science)
received a Campus Compact Newman Civic
Fellowship in recognition of his work to support his
fellow veterans and military families and address
mental health issues.
MUHAMMAD SHAMIR BUTT (political science)
received the Outstanding President in a Student
Organization Award in recognition of his work leading
Helping Hands International.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
MORGAN PRATKELIS
Black Hawk County Bar Association
BRADY FISHER
Charles and Ada Hoxie Scholarship
REBECCA ABERLE
Dennis Jensen Memorial Scholarship

ELLE BOEDING (political communication) received
the Student Leader Award for exemplifying a servicefirst philosophy. Elle also was elected president of
Northern Iowa Student Government.

KALEIGH BLINN
Glaesner Political Science Scholarship

WESTON ESSAY PRIZE

REBECCA ABERLE, EMILY LOOMIS &
SYDNEY WAGNER
Women in Politics Scholarship

SILVIA PELLEGRINO, ‘19, received the Weston
Essay Prize from the University of Iowa Center for
Human Rights for the paper she presented as a student
at last year’s conference.

HANNAH HATCH
Vajpeyi Scholarship

MPP 2019 COHORT
The Master of Public Policy program enrolled its largest
cohort yet in fall 2019. The 22 students are working
professionals seeking advancement in public- and
nonprofit-sector careers. They work on a wide variety
of issues that are important to Iowa communities and
families. The cohort includes people who work to
manage stormwater, support veterans, provide health
care and mental health services, provide public transit,
and police our communities. Our students work for cities
and counties across the state. They serve on school
boards and county governments.

They lobby state, local, and national governments
on behalf of their clientele. They deliver vital services
to our population through their work in large and
small nonprofits. We feel fortunate to have them in
our program, we thank them for their resilience during
a difficult spring semester, and we look forward to
working with them over the second year of the program.
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CONGRATULATIONS 2019-20 GRADUATES!
MASTER OF PUBLIC POLICY
BRENT DUNLAY

BACHELOR OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
JESSICA BIRCH (Economics & Finance)
NATALIA ESTRADA-AYALA (Community & Regional)
ALEX HELLER (Economics & Finance)
ANGELA HOFER
ADRIANA KELLY
TIMOTHY MARTENS (Economics & Finance, HR)
MICAH MCCUTCHAN (HR)
KYRA MULNIX (HR)
LUCAS PARKER (Economics & Finance)
BROCK ROGNESS-WATERS
LOGAN STOFFER (Community & Regional)
TANNER STRUDTHOFF

BACHELOR OF POLITICAL COMMUNICATION

WHITMAN CLER
CHRISTOPHER MERCK

BACHELOR OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
BRENNA ARMSTRONG
SYDNEY ATWOOD
JESSICA BIRCH
KELSEY CHIDLEY
NATALIE DEAN
DANIELLE DUNNE
ISAAK ESPERSEN
KEELY FIEDLER
TANNER HELMS
SAMUEL HITES
ABDELLATIF IDRIS
NOAH ISAACSON
ADRIANA KELLY
MICAH MCCUTCHAN
KOLADE OLORUNDARE
SAM PLANK
PAYTON RADKE
SARAH RAYMOND
LOGAN STOFFER
ATHENA STRONG
ERIN THOMASON
FINCH VAN DYK
CARTER YOUNG
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ALUMNI NEWS

MATT SEXTON, ‘11
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT REGIONAL MANAGER, FACEBOOK

"I’m rapidly approaching 10 years since I left UNI as a student and what a ride it
has been! I was in the final year of my political communication coursework in 2010
and I had finished my internship in the Iowa House of Representatives. The following
semester, I was offered employment in the U.S. House of Representatives (ahead of
my anticipated graduation date). Through summer courses and independent study, I
was empowered by my professors at UNI to pursue a childhood dream and go to
our nation’s capital and work as a congressional aide. Four years later, my boss had
retired, and I was presented with an opportunity to move back to my hometown near
Des Moines and support Iowa’s newest senator from her Iowa offices. It was an incredible opportunity to work for two
truly decent people on both sides of their respective congressional operations. Nearly four years later, I was referred
to my current role with Facebook. Here, I’m able to create meaningful impact in communities where our data centers
are located — data centers that literally connect billions of people through the efforts of our world-class employees
and highly advanced physical infrastructure. Without stimulating coursework and an incredibly accommodating
advisor (shout out to professor Justin Holmes!) who personalized and maximized my time at UNI, none of my incredible
personal and professional experiences would have been possible, and for that I am especially grateful.”

KATE MELLOY GOETTEL, ‘01
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF LITIGATION, NATIONAL IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CENTER

Kate litigates the nation’s most high-profile immigration issues, including unlawful
detention, the laws surrounding immigrant youth, interior enforcement, and family
separation. Kate has practiced in nearly 40 federal district courts, eight courts of
appeal, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Kate has been featured in leading media outlets
including The New York Times, The New Yorker, and CNN. In 2019, Kate received
the NGO Lawyer of Year award from the Federal Bar Association’s Immigration Law
Section. Prior to joining NIJC, Kate worked for eight years in the Department of Justice’s
Office of Immigration Litigation and clerked for a U.S. District Judge in the Southern
District of Iowa. Kate graduated with distinction from the University of Iowa College of Law where she currently serves
as an adjunct law professor. Before law school, Kate served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Kosrae, Micronesia.

JOSHUA HAGAN, ‘97
was named Dean of the College of
Letters and Sciences at University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point.

EMILY SCHNURR, ‘11
finished her first year as an assistant
professor at Bradley University in
Peoria, IL. She received her Ph.D.
from Northern Arizona University.

AUDREY SIMPSON, ‘19
will enter the Ph.D. program in
political science at the University of
Chicago this fall.

12 | DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

RYAN STEVENSON, ‘19
received the Social Action, Inc
Founders Choice Award at the 41st
annual MLK Banquet in Waterloo.

LINH TA, ‘15
became one of the founding staff
reporters for Iowa Capital Dispatch,
a new nonprofit, independent news
organization that focuses on state
government.

FAC ULT Y UPDATES

DONNA HOFFMAN | PROFESSOR
The 2019-20 academic year proved to be an unusual one even before UNI
switched to remote learning in the spring due to the COVID-19 pandemic. For
example, during the fall semester, when I was teaching Legislative Politics, the
House of Representatives impeached the president. It enabled students to see
in real-time one of the Constitutional checks that Congress has on the executive
branch that is both rarely used and often misunderstood. In the spring, when I
was teaching Modern Presidency, not only did we have a historic Iowa precinct
caucus season, but we also saw the Senate trial of the president’s impeachment
conclude (in the same week, no less!). In addition, we had just begun to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the ratification of the 19th Amendment with events on campus, reminding everyone that we aren’t that distant
from historic changes in American politics . . . when over spring break we changed the mode of delivery for all
our classes and began WFH (working from home - an acronym that I probably don’t need to spell out anymore).
As difficult as that process was for students, faculty, and staff at UNI, I remain heartened by the effort, grace,
and strength the community exhibited - and is still exhibiting during an extreme disruption of many things we took
for granted. As my classes changed delivery mode, I looked forward to my interactions with students every day,
adding a bit of normalcy to my days even if the communication mode had changed.
Before we changed work modes, I had been busy working on two strands of my research. One examines how
presidents talk about their unilateral executive actions and the other (with Chris Larimer) examines the effects of
state redistricting methods on congressional election competitiveness. While the conferences where these papers
were to be presented were canceled, my research in these areas continues. Summer, often a time when faculty
ramp up their research, will for many of us be devoted to planning for the fall semester, and above all making sure
UNI continues its strong tradition of educating students. To all our alumni and supporters of the department, stay
safe, stay well, and always keep learning.

CHRIS LARIMER | PROFESSOR
It was another busy year in Iowa politics with the caucuses taking place on February
3, 2020. In addition to the Mock Caucus hosted by our department and numerous
media interviews, my colleague, Donna Hoffman, and I had the chance to sit down
with the host of National Public Radio’s “Here & Now” to discuss what to expect for
the upcoming (at the time) caucuses. I continue to serve as the graduate coordinator
for our Master of Public Policy (MPP) program and we admitted a new cohort of
students last fall. In terms of scholarly activities, I was re-elected to a second term on
the Executive Council for the Association for Politics and the Life Sciences and served
as the co-editor for a special issue of the association’s journal (Politics and the Life Sciences) that was published last
fall. I was also very honored to be the recipient of the CSBS “Outstanding Scholarship Award” last August. Outside
the department, I remain active on the boards for the Panther Scholarship Club and the Cedar Valley United Way,
and enjoy attending UNI athletic events with my family.
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RAMONA MCNEAL |ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
Reflecting on my research projects for 2019-2020, I am reminded where our focus
was in early 2019. I have two publications, the first, “State-Level Policy Response
to Mass Shootings: A Timeseries Analysis,” is a co-authored book chapter that
examines how state gun laws have changed in response to mass shootings while
the second, a forthcoming co-authored book chapter, “Variation in State-Level
Response to School Shootings,” looks at how states are addressing school
shootings. My upcoming research agenda for the summer is also influenced by
changing world events. I plan to examine how state policies regulating telehealth
are evolving in response to the coronavirus. In addition to my research, I also joined the editorial review board
of the International Journal of Urban Planning and Smart Cities. Finally, Dr. Susan Kunkle from the sociology
department at Kent State University and I are hoping this summer to wrap up our program evaluation of a re-entry
program undertaken by the United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio.

EVAN RENFRO | ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
This year has been a unique one for everybody. I was also once again able
to send three students to the prestigious academic conference on Strategic
Deterrence in partnership with the United States Strategic Command, held at Iowa
State University this year, where their papers were selected for presentation. I was
also able to send students to present their research at the Iowa Human Rights
Scholars annual conference at Drake Law School. Last year was the first time UNI
participated in this conference, and I’m pleased that we are able to continue
offering this as an opportunity for our students. I remain the faculty advisor for Pi
Sigma Alpha, the national Political Science Honors Society. Research projects this year include an article underreview dealing with a close reading of books assigned to junior Marine Corps officers in light of the theoretical
contributions of Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari, with the objective of better understanding why the US engages
in the type of wars it does, the way it does. Additionally, I was able to publish another peer-reviewed article
dealing with international pub culture parallel to, and in conflict with, neoliberalism. I also presented a paper,
“Panthers, Cyclones, and Hawkeyes, Oh My! An Analysis of the Relationship Between Football and Education
Funding in Iowa,” with Jayme Renfro at the Southern Political Science Association Conference in San Juan, Puerto
Rico (where I experienced my first earthquake). Finally, my son turned two this year, and enjoys running at full
speed and fully randomly, practicing his alphabet and numbers, and indiscriminately screaming.

JAYME NEIMAN RENFRO | ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
I have never been happier to have successfully wrapped up a semester of
teaching than I am this spring. I appreciate the brilliance and flexibility of my
students and look forward to seeing them in person again someday. Some of
the standouts this year included getting to teach the Senior Seminar for the public
administration students and having them become editors on Wikipedia. I am
hoping to continue assigning students to do this, as it really gave them a chance to
show off their unique skill sets and understanding of the material in a novel way. I
published a paper on Darwinian evolution and public administration in the journal
Politics and the Life Sciences and presented another on education funding at a conference in Florida just before
traveling became a thing of the past. This summer I am looking forward to teaching a course on Women and
Politics for the first time and possibly going somewhere beyond my own yard.
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BRIAN WARBY | ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
Hello from quarantine. I write this from my underground coronavirus shelter (my
basement workspace where I shelter from noisy kids who are home from school).
Despite the disruptions from Covid-19, this has been a great year. After leading a
study abroad to Rio de Janeiro for three years, last May (2019) I took a group of
UNI students to Uganda for their capstone course. It was as rich an experience
as I had hoped and went more smoothly than I had imagined. I spent the rest
of last summer writing an application for a Fulbright Fellowship with the State
Department and putting my tenure file together. I received final word in March that
I was approved for tenure and promoted to associate professor. Just a few weeks ago I received word that my
application for a Fulbright Fellowship was approved for a 10-month teaching and research position in Uganda.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 related travel restrictions will cut into my fellowship, so instead of departing in August, I
won’t leave until at least January. For now, we’re all working to get through the rest of the semester, and trying to
prepare for what fall semester might bring.

FACULTY AWARDS
Congratulations to BRIAN WARBY, who was
selected as a Fulbright scholar to Uganda during
2020-21! He’ll be teaching and conducting research
on the effects of conditional cash transfer programs
on women’s sense of social, political, and economic
power. Prof. Warby also received a fellowship for
summer 2020.

Congratulations to BRIAN WARBY and JAYME
RENFRO! The Board of Regents officially approved
their promotion to associate professor with tenure,
effective July 1.

RETIREMENT
TAIFA YU came to UNI in 1988 after earning his Ph.D. from the University of South
Carolina. He earned tenure and promotion to associate professor in 1993. Professor
Yu’s scholarship focused on relations among nation-states of east Asia, particularly
China, Taiwan, Japan, and Korea, often exploring the role of China within the
region. In recent years he examined the role of key policy-makers in decisions about
the Korean War. His scholarly interests complement his teaching. He frequently
taught the Non-western Cultures: China course, and also taught Contemporary
Political Problems, East Asian Politics, Comparative Politics, and Comparative
Foreign Policy. Prof. Yu is currently spending time with family in Taiwan.
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The Department of Political Science at the
University of Northern Iowa offers undergraduate
degrees in political science, public administration,
and political communication, as well as the
graduate Master in Public Policy degree. We
emphasize student-focused education with small
class sizes, research opportunities, engagement
opportunities, and internships. Our award-winning
faculty turn excellence in research into excellence
in the classroom. Visit us on the UNI campus in
Sabin Hall or at csbs.uni.edu/polisci where you
will find our social media links.
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